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Communication is absolutely 
necessary to keep you and 
others safe on the road. 

Summer  has  passed ,  and fall  is  

slowly  approaching Europe. Team 2 

f r om  Jap an  a r r i v e d  in  Br u s s e l s ,  

Belgium, but there is no time to relax. 

Over the next several days, they would 

need to acquire complete mastery of 

the European rules of the road. 

The course Team 2 will be driving 

starts off in Brussels, Belgium, heads to  

Nürbur gr ing  a s  w e l l  a s  C o logne ,  

Stuttgart, and Munich in Germany, and 

then goes to Aarau, Switzerland, Colmar, 

France, Düsseldorf, Germany, The Hague, 

Ne ther lands ,  Ga t w ick  as  w e l l  as  

Chobham, Birmingham, and Windermere 

in England, Dublin, Ireland, Stoke-on-Trent 

and London, England, and Rouen, France, 

before returning to Brussels. 

Most of the itinerary will be on roads 

where cars  drive  on the right-hand 

side of the road and drivers sit on the 

le f t -hand side of  the car. From the 

driver’ s  point  o f  v iew, cars  merge 

onto highways from the right. The slow 

lane is on the right  and the passing 

lane is  on the le f t—the opposite  of  

Japan. The TMC members on Team 2 

a r e  u s e d  t o  d r i v i n g  i n  J a p a n .  

N a k a n i s h i - s a n  o f  t h e  V e h i c l e  

Engineer ing Development  Div ision 

comments,  “The  more  people  are  

familiar with driving on the left-hand 

side ,  the  more  they  have  to  be  

vigilant ,  so  driving  may be  more  

d a u n t i n g  f o r  o l d e r ,  m o r e  

e x perienced  drivers.  Each  t ime  

before they do something, they have 

to think for  a  split  second. I  want  

them to stay vigilant and avoid fatal 

mistakes in that split second.”  

Over several days before the start 

of  their  leg, the TME staf f  help the 

T MC  me mb e r s  l e a r n  t he  dr i v ing  

techniques and rules they will need on 

the Autobahn, at roundabouts, and in 

other  si tuations,  how  to  dr ive  in a  

convoy, about radio communications, 

and how to operate  the  navigation 

system. Training instructor Ishii from 

TME has a warm personalit y  and a 

smile  for  ever yone  he  mee ts.  But  

when he gets in a car his demeanor 



changes. The tension in Ishii’ s  car  

when he is training people to drive on 

Germany’ s Autobahn is palpable.

Compared with highways in Japan, 

cars whiz by on the Autobahn—famous 

f o r  h a v in g  n o  s p e e d  l im i t — w i t h  

incredible speed. You drive on the right 

in Germany, so the left lane is for the 

fastest cars. If  there are three lanes 

going in one direction, cars farthest to 

the  r ight  are  going the  slowest,  at  

around 100 to 120 kph. Cars in the 

middle lane are going between 120 and 

140 kph, while cars in the passing lane 

are going over  150 kph, terrain and 

weather  permit ting. Not  even small 

mistakes get past Ishii. “Why did you 

do that?” “Why didn’ t  you go just  

now?” “Did you see the sign,”  he 

inquires. He analyzes driving with a 

detached rigor  and corrects driving 

habits formed in Japan with a dose of 

logical  explanation.  Over  and over  

again, Ishii impressed upon the team 

members the importance of going with 

the flow of  traf fic  and the timing of  

changing lanes. “My greatest objective 

is to have them drive safely. Then I 

want them to learn how European 

customers use their  cars and how 

cars get  used by learning how to 

drive on the roads here,” he says.

In addition to driving technique, there 

was one more thing that  Ishii  kept  

repeating. It was communicating in English. 

“It’ s fine if it’ s not good English. Local 



staff here don’ t care—they’ re used to it. 

Communication is absolutely necessary 

to everyone driving safely.”

A series of short distances 
connects the European leg 
of the 5 Continents Drive.   

Team 2 received the cars, accessories, 

and driving tips from Team 1 and it was 

finally time to start their European leg. 

They visited Toyota Deutschland  in 

Cologne driving the real cars used in the 5 

Continents Drive. They were greeted with 

a large round of applause by the local 

employees waiting to welcome them the 

moment they came in the quiet entryway. 

It was a moment that reminded the team 

members from faraway Japan who had 
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come to Europe that they were part of 

the same team. Team captain Morikawa 

thanked everyone for the welcome and 

reported that Team 2 had begun their leg 

of the drive, which was immediately met 

with another round of applause.

The  s tar t ing  poin t  o f  T eam 2’ s  

European leg was  Nürburgring, sacred 

ground for motorsports. This day the 

team was traveling to Cologne, which 

straddles both sides of the Rhine River 

and is Germany’ s fourth-largest city. 

Asked about the condition of his team, 

Morikawa replied, “It could be better.”

When bottles of  water were being 

handed out for the day, Morikawa saw 

people handing bottles out and other 

people just watching. He added, “No 

matter what the situation, don’ t just 

wait  for  things to  happen—figure 

out what you can do. I  want you to 

always  feel  this  way.”  Mor ikawa  

sensed something greater in the small 

act of passing out bottles of water. 

What would Morikawa’ s ideal team 

be like? “We have to be looking in 

the same direction if we are going to 

reach  for  a  goal  and  achieve  it .  

Taking  action  after  you’ ve  been  

asked is too late. The purpose of the 

5 Continents Drive is to learn about  

cars  andlocal  cultures, but  I  also 

want them to think about what it is 

they can do and then do it... Well, in 

my  case,  I’ ve  got  to  work  on  my 

English more,” he says with a smile. It 

is only 125 km to Cologne. A small but 

n e v e r t h e l e s s  n e w  s t e p  o n  t h e  

European leg of the 5 Continents Drive. 
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