
A strong crosswind from 
the ocean blows across 
the highway in Chile.

Driving along a road with the deep blue 
Pacific  Ocean spreading out before 
their eyes was a refreshing sight for 
the  team,  which had jus t  f inished 
driving through the high, dry plains of 
the Andes. While a road hugging the 
coastline sounds picturesque, in reality 
the  wind was  blowing in  f rom the  
Pacific with such force that it battered 
the  car s.  The  road s tre tched out  
endlessly before them. Sub-Captain of 
the team Adachi realized that  there 
were almost no walls in Chile to block 
wind. “I hardly get tired driving on long 
straight roads like those in the interior. 
But  it’ s  hard to drive straight  here 
when you’ re going fast. The car pulls in 
the  dir ec t ion  o f  the  w ind.”  I f  the  

steering were more responsive under 
straight  driving conditions, it  might  
boost Toyota’ s product strength. This 
thought went through Adachi’ s head 
a f t e r  dr i v ing  on  the  high w a y  f or  
several hours.
Goto from Toyota Planning Division 1 is 
a team member with an administrative 
j o b .  H e  s a y s ,  “E v e n  t h o u gh  m y  
understanding of cars can’ t compete 
with our engineers, I hope to discover 
dif ferent  things from a perspective 
similar to customers.” While driving on 
the highway, Goto pointed out  how 
difficult it was to read his digital watch. 
Drivers on Chile’ s highways use their 
headlights in the daytime, which causes 
d i g i t a l  w a t c h e s  t o  s w i t c h  t h e i r  
br ightness  to  night t ime  mode.  His  
digital watch face is barely visible with 
sunglasses on. How much are local 
d r i v i n g  c u s t o m s  t a k e n  i n t o  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n ?  H o w  m u c h  a r e  
specifications able to differ? Does eye 

color affect visibility? Goto had a sea 
of questions to take back with him to 
Japan.  

Ge t t ing  bur ie d  in  sand  
makes the team
think again about a car’s 
power. 

Under  the  dir e c t ion  o f  Ma s ahir o  
Terada, who has raced in the Dakar 
Rally, the team spent a day driving on 
a special stage—a dirt road that was 
part of the Rally course. A driver uses 
a navigator to read the map and feed 
the driver course information assigned 
t o  e a c h  c a r .  T h e  t e a m  w o r k e d  
together to complete the challenge of 
driving on the up-and-down dir t  road 
course. They had to battle the road, 

but  the four-wheel driving was also 
exciting. The team even seemed to 
relish digging out a car that got buried 
in the sand, knowing that they were 
luck y  t o  ha v e  this  e x t r aor dinar y  
experience. The driver of the Hilux that 
got stuck, Yasunaga from the Public 
A f f a ir s  D i v is ion  o f  My ochi  P lan t ,  
comments,  “ABS is  about  the  only  
control system I’ ve experienced on 
r egular  r oads  so  f ar .  But  toda y  I  
experienced firsthand the auxiliary  
support provided by a number of systems 
and saw how important they are.”  
Okano, who is involved in developing 
self-driving technology as part of the 
C h a s s i s  A d v a n c e  D e v e l o p m e n t  
Division, was satisfied with the day’ s 
dr i ve ,  but  had a  sudden sober ing  
thought on the way back. He said he 
r eal iz ed  jus t  ho w  much  c ar s  had  
helped him out  in  the  pas t .  While  
contr ol  s y s tems  ar e  e f f ec t i v e  a t  
avoiding dangers in front of a car, he 
says he became painfully aware that 
they are no help if the car gets stuck, 
and that self-driving technology is still 
no t  f eas ib le  on  dir t  r oads  wher e  
conditions are difficult to judge. “First, 
people want cars that run properly. It 
feels  like  I’ ve  been told this  in no  
uncer tain  terms.”  Ho w  much o f  a  
bubble had Okano been working in? 
Okano laughed dryly, as the roads of 
South America burst his bubble about 
the outsized importance of his work. 

The goal is a turning point, 
with
genuine smiles waiting on 
the other side.

In  T e am  2’ s  go a l  o f  S an t ia go ,  a  
l a r g e  g r o u p  o f  T o y o t a  C h i l e  
e m p l o y e e s  w e r e  w a i t i n g  t o  
welcome the Drive Project  team to 
the ir  gr and  f ina le .  T anak a  o f  the  
Ma s t e r  Sk i l l s  D i v i s i on ,  w ho  ha s  
par ticipated in all  o f  the  past  Five  
C o n t i n e n t s  D r i v e  P r o j e c t  l e g s ,  
discussed the  tr ip  wi th a  relieved 
look  on his  face, saying, “This  one 
w a s  t he  t oughe s t  y e t .  T he  h igh  
a l t i t u d e s  w e r e  r o u g h .  B u t  n o  
ma t ter  wha t  count r y  w e  w er e  in,  
s e e i n g  t h e  r o a d s  a n d  t h e  c a r s  
driving on them was fascinating.” 
Many  team members  appear  to  be  
l o o k i n g  a t  S o u t h  A m e r i c a  
d i f f e r e n t l y  a f t e r  t h e i r  G e n c h i  
Genbutsu experience. The locals in 
the  dr i v ing  de s t ina t ions  o f  P eru,  
Boliv ia,  and Chile  who  animatedly  
t o l d  t h e  t e a m  a b o u t  w h a t  t h e y  
ne e de d  f r om  the ir  c ar s  s e em  t o  
have  s truck  a  chord wi th Yamada 
of  the  Prototype Division. He says  
w i th  s e l f - a dmoni t ion,  “ I  r e a l i z e d  
that  I can’ t  lump specif ications for  
S o u t h  A m e r i c a  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  

Antofagasta Santiago

08



A strong crosswind from 
the ocean blows across 
the highway in Chile.

Driving along a road with the deep blue 
Pacific  Ocean spreading out before 
their eyes was a refreshing sight for 
the  team,  which had jus t  f inished 
driving through the high, dry plains of 
the Andes. While a road hugging the 
coastline sounds picturesque, in reality 
the  wind was  blowing in  f rom the  
Pacific with such force that it battered 
the  car s.  The  road s tre tched out  
endlessly before them. Sub-Captain of 
the team Adachi realized that  there 
were almost no walls in Chile to block 
wind. “I hardly get tired driving on long 
straight roads like those in the interior. 
But  it’ s  hard to drive straight  here 
when you’ re going fast. The car pulls in 
the  dir ec t ion  o f  the  w ind.”  I f  the  

steering were more responsive under 
straight  driving conditions, it  might  
boost Toyota’ s product strength. This 
thought went through Adachi’ s head 
a f t e r  dr i v ing  on  the  high w a y  f or  
several hours.
Goto from Toyota Planning Division 1 is 
a team member with an administrative 
j o b .  H e  s a y s ,  “E v e n  t h o u gh  m y  
understanding of cars can’ t compete 
with our engineers, I hope to discover 
dif ferent  things from a perspective 
similar to customers.” While driving on 
the highway, Goto pointed out  how 
difficult it was to read his digital watch. 
Drivers on Chile’ s highways use their 
headlights in the daytime, which causes 
d i g i t a l  w a t c h e s  t o  s w i t c h  t h e i r  
br ightness  to  night t ime  mode.  His  
digital watch face is barely visible with 
sunglasses on. How much are local 
d r i v i n g  c u s t o m s  t a k e n  i n t o  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n ?  H o w  m u c h  a r e  
specifications able to differ? Does eye 

color affect visibility? Goto had a sea 
of questions to take back with him to 
Japan.  

Ge t t ing  bur ie d  in  sand  
makes the team
think again about a car’s 
power. 

Under  the  dir e c t ion  o f  Ma s ahir o  
Terada, who has raced in the Dakar 
Rally, the team spent a day driving on 
a special stage—a dirt road that was 
part of the Rally course. A driver uses 
a navigator to read the map and feed 
the driver course information assigned 
t o  e a c h  c a r .  T h e  t e a m  w o r k e d  
together to complete the challenge of 
driving on the up-and-down dir t  road 
course. They had to battle the road, 

but  the four-wheel driving was also 
exciting. The team even seemed to 
relish digging out a car that got buried 
in the sand, knowing that they were 
luck y  t o  ha v e  this  e x t r aor dinar y  
experience. The driver of the Hilux that 
got stuck, Yasunaga from the Public 
A f f a ir s  D i v is ion  o f  My ochi  P lan t ,  
comments,  “ABS is  about  the  only  
control system I’ ve experienced on 
r egular  r oads  so  f ar .  But  toda y  I  
experienced firsthand the auxiliary  
support provided by a number of systems 
and saw how important they are.”  
Okano, who is involved in developing 
self-driving technology as part of the 
C h a s s i s  A d v a n c e  D e v e l o p m e n t  
Division, was satisfied with the day’ s 
dr i ve ,  but  had a  sudden sober ing  
thought on the way back. He said he 
r eal iz ed  jus t  ho w  much  c ar s  had  
helped him out  in  the  pas t .  While  
contr ol  s y s tems  ar e  e f f ec t i v e  a t  
avoiding dangers in front of a car, he 
says he became painfully aware that 
they are no help if the car gets stuck, 
and that self-driving technology is still 
no t  f eas ib le  on  dir t  r oads  wher e  
conditions are difficult to judge. “First, 
people want cars that run properly. It 
feels  like  I’ ve  been told this  in no  
uncer tain  terms.”  Ho w  much o f  a  
bubble had Okano been working in? 
Okano laughed dryly, as the roads of 
South America burst his bubble about 
the outsized importance of his work. 

The goal is a turning point, 
with
genuine smiles waiting on 
the other side.

In  T e am  2’ s  go a l  o f  S an t ia go ,  a  
l a r g e  g r o u p  o f  T o y o t a  C h i l e  
e m p l o y e e s  w e r e  w a i t i n g  t o  
welcome the Drive Project  team to 
the ir  gr and  f ina le .  T anak a  o f  the  
Ma s t e r  Sk i l l s  D i v i s i on ,  w ho  ha s  
par ticipated in all  o f  the  past  Five  
C o n t i n e n t s  D r i v e  P r o j e c t  l e g s ,  
discussed the  tr ip  wi th a  relieved 
look  on his  face, saying, “This  one 
w a s  t he  t oughe s t  y e t .  T he  h igh  
a l t i t u d e s  w e r e  r o u g h .  B u t  n o  
ma t ter  wha t  count r y  w e  w er e  in,  
s e e i n g  t h e  r o a d s  a n d  t h e  c a r s  
driving on them was fascinating.” 
Many  team members  appear  to  be  
l o o k i n g  a t  S o u t h  A m e r i c a  
d i f f e r e n t l y  a f t e r  t h e i r  G e n c h i  
Genbutsu experience. The locals in 
the  dr i v ing  de s t ina t ions  o f  P eru,  
Boliv ia,  and Chile  who  animatedly  
t o l d  t h e  t e a m  a b o u t  w h a t  t h e y  
ne e de d  f r om  the ir  c ar s  s e em  t o  
have  s truck  a  chord wi th Yamada 
of  the  Prototype Division. He says  
w i th  s e l f - a dmoni t ion,  “ I  r e a l i z e d  
that  I can’ t  lump specif ications for  
S o u t h  A m e r i c a  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  

‘O ther ’  ca tegor y .”  S ta f f  f r om the  
Latin America Division in Japan say  
t ha t  t he y  ha v e  a  v e r y  har d  t ime  
g e t t i n g  f e e d b a c k  f r o m  L a t i n  
Amer ican  loca t ions  inc orpor a ted  
into development. It’ s  hard get ting 
o t he r  p e op le  t o  unde r s t and  t he  
r e a l  p r ob lems  p e op le  f a c e  f r om  
something like  dir t  get t ing in their  
car .  Ther e ’ s  a lso  the  pr oblem o f  
the  dis tance  f r om local  mark e t s .  
But  bet ter  cars are most  definitely  
p o s s ib l e  i f  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s  g e t  
r e s o l v e d  one  b y  one .  T he  Dr i v e  
Pr o jec t  t eam member s  w i l l  k eep  
dr i v ing  t o w ar d  the ir  t r ue  goa l  in  
South America. They know that  the 
smi le s  w a i t ing  f o r  t hem  ar e  t o o  
many to fit  in the “Other” category. 
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Distance :  1,613km  
Duration : October.17- October.20,2016
Days :  4days
Vehicles :  Hilux Wcab,SW4/Fortuner,
             Hiace,Prado,RAV4 4X4,
              4Runner,Tundra,Yaris SD,
              Prius

Reporter◯Toshiya Muraoka


