
A test drive to learn
the local rules of the road.

On the first  day  of  Team 3’ s South 
America Drive Project, the Japanese 
t e a m  m e mb e r s  w e n t  t o  T o y o t a  
Argentina S.A. (TASA), where they  
attended an informational session on 
Argentina’ s rules of  the road. They  
listened intently while looking at traffic 
signs and lane rules on a large screen. 
When the country changes, so do the 
t r a f f i c  l a w s .  T hen  the r e  ar e  t he  
unwritten rules of the road. In order to 
stay  safe on the trip, the Japanese 
members couldn’ t  af ford to miss a 
w or d  o f  the  adv ic e  gi v en  b y  the  
Argentine members. After the meeting 
tha t  made  the  po tent iall y  ser ious  
implications of driving clear, the team 
went on a test  drive.
W hen  t he  t e am  w en t  ou t  on  t he  
streets, they quickly  found that  the 
driving conditions were completely  
di f f e r en t  than  in  Japan.  E v en  on  
one-way  s tree ts,  cars  were  o f ten 
parked on both the left and the right, 

making gauging distance a challenge. 
There were potholes everywhere, and 
the dirt roads consisted of fine sand 
that drastically reduced visibility. After 
the test drive, team leader Hirai had a 
message for his team. “Double-check 
the  c ondi t ions  and  r e spec t  each  
other. Never fail to check conditions.  
Make safety  your priority  no matter  
what.” All the team members took his 
message to heart.

Starting the drive from the 
southernmost  t ip  of  the  
Americas.

T he  ne x t  da y ,  t he  t e am  t o ok  an  
airplane to Ushuaia. While you could 
wear  a  shor t -s lee ved tee  shir t  in  
Buenos Aires in the daytime and still 
b r e ak  a  s w e a t ,  t he  c l ima t e  w a s  
dif ferent here. The temperature falls 
b e lo w  f r e e z ing  on  chi l l y  da y s  in  
summer and may hit  -20°c in winter. 
Staff  at a dealer started getting the 

cars  ready  for  the  drive.  Okumura 
from the Vehicle Testing Division at  
TC Company   asked the  Argentine  
l o c a l  d e a l e r  w h y  T o y o t a s  w e r e  
p o p u l a r  h e r e .  He  g a v e  t w o  k e y  
reasons: the quality of the after-care 
service and their  high resale value. 
With the cold climate, rust caused by 
snow-melting agents  and car  body  
damage  w as  a  r eal  pr oblem,  and  
repairs were a frequent need. Given 
the se  c ondi t ions ,  T o y o t as  had  a  
reputation for  value. 
“In addition, the road conditions are 
de c ide dl y  di f f e r en t  f r om Japan—
s o m e t i m e s  w i t h  f i n e  d u s t  a n d  
oversized gravel. I talked with EGM 
Morimoto about how it would be good 
to reevaluate the ground clearance  
of  cars destined for  sale in regions 
with harsh conditions.” 
The night before the drive was fueled 
w i t h  e x c i t e m e n t ,  m a r k e d  b y  a  
kick-off  party at a hotel attended by 
T ASA  President  Herrero  and Vice  
President Kato.   

The next morning, Team 3 started its 
drive on the South American leg of  

the 5 Continents Drive Project. After 
a  ceremony  to  commemora te  the  
be ginning  o f  the  dr i v e ,  the  t e am 
he ade d  nor th  in  a  c ar a v an.  The y  
drove on mountain roads that  f irs t  
morning. The roads were relatively  
easy to drive on, but the Argentines 
on the road also tended to drive fast 
for this reason. In the afternoon, the 
t eam w ent  do wn a  dir t  r oad  tha t  
cont inued f or  more  than  100  km.  
Nonak a  en jo y e d  dr i v ing  an  S W 4  
(For tuner) and was grateful for  i ts  
d r i v in g  s t a b i l i t y  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  
region’ s  dis t inc t i ve ly  changeable  
weather and strong crosswinds.

The Patagonia winds blow 
harder than imagined.

To go nor th,  the  team f irs t  had to  
drive across part  of  Chile. They lef t  
Río  Grande  headed for  the  border  
town o f  San Sebas t ian.  The  w ind 
was stronger than the day before. 
T h e  d e a l e r  i n  U s hu a i a  s a i d  t h e  
E t ios  w as  his  bes t  se ller .  Sasak i  
f r o m  t h e  M a s t e r  T e c h n i c i a n  
Development Division  was riding in 
a n  E t i o s  o n  t h i s  d a y .  H e  
c o m m e n t e d ,  “ O n  t h e  d i r t  r o a d  
y e s t e r da y ,  t he  c ar  lo s t  s t ab i l i t y  
w h e n  w e  w e n t  o v e r  e i g h t y  
k i lome t e r s  an  hour .  T he  w ind  i s  
blowing hard today, and I can’ t drive 
s t raight  unless  I  keep  pull ing  the  
steering wheel to  the  le f t .” Sasaki 
grew up in Hokkaido, and he drove 
while watching for the potholes that 
are  a  trademark  of  cold climates. 
“Dr i v ing  her e  is  s imilar  t o  wher e  
I ’ m  f r om  in  s ome  w a y s ,  bu t  t he  

s c a l e  i s  d i f f e r e n t .  H o k k a i d o  
doesn’ t  ha v e  s t r a igh t  r oads  tha t  
go on for  so long like this.” 
A f ter  ge t t ing over  the  border  into  
Chile ,  the y  needed  to  t ak e  a  c ar  
f e r r y  t o  c r o s s  b a c k  i n t o  t o  
Argentina.  Ferry  service, however,  
had  been  suspended  due  t o  high  
winds.  No  one  knew  when ser v ice  
w o u l d  r e s u m e .  T h e  E t i o s  i s  a  
compac t  car ,  but  i t s  roomy  f ront  
a n d  r e a r  s e a t s  a l l e v i a t e d  t h e  
stress of  sit t ing and waiting in the 
car  f or  a  long t ime.  Despi te  tha t ,  
t h e  E t i o s  i s  n o t  s o  g o o d  a t  
w i t h s t a n d i n g  s t r o n g  w i n d .  T h e  
d o o r s  w o u l dn ’ t  o p e n  w i t h o u t  a  
g o o d  p u s h .  T h e  c a r  i s n ’ t  v e r y  
air t ight  either,  and the  team could 
feel cold draf ts  while  sit ting inside 
o f  i t .  S a s ak i  a sk e d  D an ie l  f r om  
T A S A  i f  t h i s  w a s  a  p r ob le m  f o r  
local customers. Price was another  
problem tha t  came  up.  There  was  
no  end to  discussions  o f  how  the  
car  could be  modi f ied.  They  were  
s t r anded  a t  the  f er r y  dock  f or  a  
while  but  passed the  t ime  talk ing 
a b o u t  c a r s ,  a n d  f e r r y  s e r v i c e  
resumed in the evening. 

Searching for  wha t
cus tomers  want  

The next  morning at  a dealership in 
R í o  G a l l e go s ,  t he  t e am  me t  t he  
Land Cruiser  200 and a  Hilux  with 
s c rub  bar s ,  w hich  ha v e  c ome  t o  
symbolize  the  Dr ive  Pro jec t  since  
the f irs t  leg around Australia.   The 
5  C on t ine n t s  Dr i v e  P r o je c t  i s  a  
ser ie s  o f  c onnec ted  legs  ar ound  

Buenos Aires El calafate

09 the world,  and the  arr ival  o f  these  
vehicles carried with it that meaning. 
Luc iano  is  a  pr oduc t  engineer  a t  
T A S A .  H e  s a y s  t h e  r e a s o n  h e  
wanted to work at  Toyota was that  
he  wanted to  e xper ience  ano ther  
c u l t u r e  a n d  g a i n  a  h i g h e r  
perspective.” 
“ W h a t  T o y o t a  h a s  t h a t  o t h e r  
c omp anie s  don’ t  i s  gr o w t h  t ha t  
t a k e s  c u s t o m e r s  m o r e  i n t o  
consideration. I’ m glad to have the 
oppor tuni t y  to  par t ic ipa te  in  this  
p r o j e c t .  W e ’ r e  d r i v in g  t o  s o m e  
p l a c e s  t h a t  I ’ v e  n e v e r  b e e n  t o  
b e f o r e  e v e n  t h o u g h  i t ’ s  m y  
c oun t r y .  I  hope  t o  mak e  a  lo t  o f  
discoveries.” 
The  noise  f r om the  b lo w ing  w ind  
made  conversation di f f icul t  inside  
the Etios. Luciano thought  this was 
a  problem.  A t  wha t  le vel  is  noise  
u n a c c e p t a b l e  a n d  n e e d s  
impro v ing?  He  said  he  wanted to  
search for  things on the drive  that  
he hadn’ t yet experienced firsthand. 
The  team arr ived at  El  Cala fate  in 
t he  e v e n in g .  T he  w in d  w a s  s t i l l  
blowing hard.
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Reporter◯Rui Shimamoto

Distance :  923km  
Duration :  November.7-
              November.11,2016
Days :  5days
Vehicles :  LC200,Hilux Wcab,
             SW4/Fortuner,
              Corolla(Prestage),

               Etios Cross HB,Etios SD,
             RAV4 4X4,Prius,
             Hilux Scab w/canopy


